
Chapter 2. Geography: Location, Location, Location 
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All public property, including thoroughfares, streets, 
sidewalks, and parking facilities, that is within the campus, 
or immediately adjacent to and accessible from the campus. 

Public property refers to property owned by a public 
entity, such as a city or state government. An example of 
public property is a parking lot with a sign that reads, “City of 
Rockville Public Parking.” A parking lot with a sign that reads, 
“Joe’s 24-Hour Parking” is not public property despite the fact 
that the public can park there.  

No matter where your campus is located, your Clery 
public property category consists solely of two limited areas.  

The first is public property within your campus. An 
example is a public road or public bike path that runs through 
the campus. You must report statistics for crimes that occur on 
the section of the road or bike path that touches your campus. 
A private road or private driveway running through your 
campus is not public property. A public or municipal parking 
lot that bisects your campus is part of your public property. A 
privately owned parking lot that bisects your campus is not. 
However; regardless of whether it’s publicly or privately 
owned, if your institution has a written agreement giving it use 
of the parking lot, include the lot in your on-campus 
geography, not your public property geography.  

The second area is public property that immediately 
borders and is accessible from the campus. In many cases this 
property consists of a public sidewalk that borders the campus, 
the public street along the sidewalk and the public sidewalk on 
the other side of the street (i.e., sidewalk, street, sidewalk). 
Again, only the portions of the sidewalk, street and sidewalk 
that are adjacent to your campus are included in your public 
property. If you have an urban campus that is comprised of 100 
buildings that have public sidewalks and public streets 
separating them, the same rules apply. You must identify the 
public property associated with each of these campus 
buildings, generally: sidewalk, street, sidewalk. 

So how do you determine whether the public property 
immediately adjacent to your campus is accessible? Look for 
one of two conditions to be present:  

• There is no barrier of any kind between your campus 
border and public property. For example, you can 
step off of the edge of your campus directly onto a 
public sidewalk.  
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